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PERSONAL DATA 

 Date of Birth: December 23, 1957 
 Bangkok, THAILAND 

Office Address:  Thammasat University, Faculty of Political Science 
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DISSERTATION  

"Commodifying Marxism: The Formation of Modern Thai Radical Culture, 1927 
- 1958."  The study of the coming of Marxism-communism into Thailand and its 
making into Thai.  This dissertation reconstructs and analyses the interaction and 
mutual transformation between foreign Marxist-communist ideology and Thai 
cultural-political practices and institutions. 

TEACHING AND RESEARCH FIELDS 

Political Philosophy & Social Theory 
Modern Thai Politics, Public Intellectuals & Marxist-Communist Movement 
The Ethnic Chinese in Thailand & Thai Nationalisms 
The Politics of Economic Crisis 
Neo-Liberal Globalization & Authoritarian Democracy 
Liberal Democratic Theories 

1



 2

 Kasian Tejapira 

EDUCATION 

Ph.D. Department of Government, January 1992 
   Cornell University 
 Ithaca, New York 14853-4601 

 major: Comparative Politics 
 minor: Political Theory 
             Southeast Asian Studies 

M.A. Department of Government, May 1988 
 Cornell University 
 Ithaca, New York 14853-4601 

B.A. in Political Science, September 1983, First Class Honors 
 Thammasat University 
 Prachan Road, Bangkok 10200. THAILAND 

 major: International Affairs 
 minor: ---- 

HONORS & AWARDS 

-Bhumibhol Awards from His Majesty, the King of Thailand, Thammasat 
University, 1975 and 1984 

-Southeast Asia Program Fellowships, Cornell, 1985-1986 and 1989-1990 

-Harvard-Yenching Grant, 1986-1987 

-Social Science Research Council Fellowship for dissertation research in 
Thailand, 1988-1989 

-Thammasat University Scholarship, Fall 1990 

-Foundation for Development and Democracy (Thailand)'s Research Grant, 
Spring 1991 

-Asia Leadership Fellow Program's Fellowship from International House of Japan 
and Japan Foundation Asia Center, Tokyo, Winter 1996-Spring 1997 
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-Visiting Research Scholar, Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University, 
Kyoto, December 1998-December 1999, March 2001, March 2002, March 
2003, March 2004, October 2004, October 2005 

-Guest Lecturer, the Violet Wurfel ASEAN Lecture-Series, co-sponsored by the 
 University of the Philippines Office of the President, Office of the Vice 

President for Academic Affairs, Third World Studies Center and the 
Department of Political Science, at the University of the Philippines (Diliman), 
Manila, March 2007 

-Lecturer, the October 14th Lecture for the Year 2007, sponsored by the October 
14th Foundation, at the October 14th Memorium, Ratchadamnoen Klang 
Avenue, Bangkok, October 14th, 2007. 

-Thammasat University Distinguished Research in Social Science Award, 2008 

-Keynote Speaker, First Annual Seminar of the Faculty of Political Science, 
Thammasat University, January 2011 

-Outstanding Alumnus in Academic Affairs Award, Political Science Association 
of the Faculty of Political Science, Thammasat University, March 2012 

-Distinguished Scholar of Social Sciences, Thammasat University, 2012 

-Keynote Speaker, European Southeast Asian Studies Association (EuroSEAS) 
2017 Conference, University of Oxford (UK), August 2017 

-Keynote Speaker, Situations 2019 International Conference: Ethnicity, Race and 
Racism in Asia, Chinese Heritage Centre, Nanyang Technological University, 
Singapore, October 2019 

-Thammasat University Distinguished Research in Social Science Award, 2019 

-Thammasat University Distinguished Lecturer in Social Science Award, 2019 

-Keynote Speaker, Direk Jayanama Lecture 2020-2021, Direk Talk on “World-
ASEAN-Thailand’s Crises: Fragility, Paradox and Decline”, Faculty of 
Political Science, Thammasat University, 23 June 2021 

-Keynote Speaker, 14th International Conference on Thai Studies, the Center for 
Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University,  May 1, 2022. 
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TEACHING/RESEARCH POSITIONS 

Professor, Thammasat University 2010-present 

Visiting Professor, Chiangmai University Second Semester 2003 
 Sociology & Anthropology 165789 
 “Ethnicity & Nationalism” 
 Chiangmai University 

Associate Professor, Thammasat University 2001-2010 

Assistant Professor, Thammasat University 1997-2001 

Lecturer, Thammasat University 1992-1997 
 TU 112 
 “Society and Government” 
 Thammasat University 

 Politics 210 
 “Introduction to Political Philosophy” 
 Thammasat University 

 Politics 211 
 “Introduction to Political Science" 
 Thammasat University 

 Politics 319 
 “Liberal Democratic Theories” 
 Thammasat University 

 Politics 320 
 “Comparative Government and Politics” 
 Thammasat University 

 Politics 321 
 “Thai Government and Politics” 
 Thammasat University 

 Politics 412 
 "Theories on Society and Politics” 
 Thammasat University 

 Politics 424 
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 “Seminar on Problems of Politics and Government of Thailand” 
 Thammasat University 

 Politics 516 
 “Seminar on Problems of Contemporary Political Theory” 
 Thammasat University 
  
 Politics 529 
 "Seminar on Thai Political Thought" 
 Thammasat University 

 Politics 810 
 “Field Seminar in Comparative Politics” 
 Thammasat University 

 Politics 621 
 “Seminar on Thai Politics and Government” 
 Thammasat University 

Teaching Assistant, Cornell University Fall 1991 
 Government 131 
 "Introduction to Comparative Politics and Government" 
 Cornell University 

Teaching Assistant, Cornell University 1987-1988 
 Government 131 
 "Introduction to Comparative Politics and Government" 
 Cornell University 

 Government 161 
 "Introduction to Political Theory" 
 Cornell University 

Lecturer, Thammasat University 1984-1985 
 Politics 231 
 "Principles of Political Science" 
 Thammasat University 

 Politics 216 
 "Elite and Social Power" 
 Thammasat University 
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WORK & OTHER EXPERIENCES   

Student activist at Thammasat University, 1975-1976 

Political refugee in Cambodia, 1976-1978 

Guerrilla fighter in rural Thailand, 1978-1981 

Member of the editorial staffs of various Thai academic and intellectual 
publications i.e. Pajarayasan, Parithassan, Journal of Political Economy, Journal 
of Political Science, and the Setthakit Karnmuang Newspaper, 1982-1985 

Editor of Journal of Political Science 1992-1994; Assistant Editor of Thammasat 
University Journal 1993-1994 

Script-writer of Political Cartoons Review on TV Channel 11, March & 
September 1992 

Consultant & Editorial Writer of the Culture & Politics Section of Phoojadkan 
Business Daily, May-October 1993 

Weekly Columnist of Krungthep Thurakij Business Daily (1992), Phoojadkan 
Business Daily (1992-1996), Siam Post Daily Newspaper (1993-1996), Thai 
Financial Business Daily (1994), Khoo Khaeng Business Daily (1996), Matichon 
Daily Newspaper (1997-1998, 2000-2013), Nation Weekender (1998, 2000), 
Matichon Weekly (2014-present) 

Monthly Columnist of Art & Culture Magazine (1993, 1998), Hi-Class Magazine 
(1994-2000) 

Member of the Social Science Research Council's Southeast Asia Regional 
Advisory Panel (1998-2001) 

Member of the Selection Committee of the Southeast Asian Studies Regional 
Exchange Program (SEASREP) (2002-2004) 

Head of the Politics and Government Section, the Faculty of Political Science, 
Thammasat University (2010-2013) 

. 
PUBLICATIONS IN ENGLISH 
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(Books) 

Commodifying Marxism: The Formation of Modern Thai Radical Culture, 
1927-1958. Kyoto and Melbourne: Kyoto University Press and Trans Pacific 
Press, 2001. 

-co-editor with Shinichi Shigetomi, Kasian Tejapira, and Apichart Thongyou. The 
NGO Way: Perspectives and Experiences from Thailand. Chiba: Institute of 
Developing Economies, Japan External Trade Organization, 2004. 

-co-editor with Caroline Hau. Travelling Nation-Makers: Cross-Border Flows and 
Movements in the Making of Modern Southeast Asia. Singapore and Kyoto: 
National University of Singapore Press in association with Kyoto University 
Press, 2011. 

(Articles in journals) 

"Pigtail: A Pre-History of Chineseness in Siam," Sojourn, VII:1 (February 1992), 
95-122. 

"Independent Siam and Colonial Burma: A Comparative Historical Perspective," 
Asian Review 1993, (January 1994), 1-62. 

"Signification of Democracy," Thammasat Review, I:1 (October 1996), 5-13. 

"The Story of Three Songs: Illuminations on the Cultural Politics of Thai Cultural 
Citizenship," Journal of Behavioral and Social Sciences, 1997:1 (April 1997), 
105-28. 

“In Memory of Black May (Post-May Reform Incomplete),” Southeast Asian 
Studies Bulletin, 2/97 (October 1997), 19-20. 

"The Question of Minorities," Items, 52:4 (December 1998), 81-82. 

“The Nine Most Interesting Publications in Thai in the Year 1998,” Center for 
Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University Newsletter, 40 (1 November 1998-30 
April 1999), 11-12. 

“Transitions and Futures in Southeast Asia,” Southeast Asian Studies Bulletin, 
1/99 (April-May 1999), 18, 33. 

“Post-Crisis Economic Impasse and Political Recovery,” Southeast Asian Studies 
Bulletin, 1/01 (April-May 2001), 10-11. 
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“Post-Crisis Economic Impasse and Political Recovery in Thailand: The 
Resurgence of Economic Nationalism,” Critical Asian Studies, 34:3 (September 
2002), 323-56. 

“On Knowledge, the Nation, and Universals,” Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia, 3 
(March 2003). <http://kyotoreview.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/issue /issue2/index.html> 

“Toppling Thaksin,” New Left Review, second series, 39 (May/June 2006), 5-37. 

“The Misbehaving Jeks: The Evolving Regime of Thainess and Sino-Thai 
Challenges”, Asian Ethnicity, 10: 3 (October 2009), 245-65.  

“Professor Crocodile Who Blocks the Canal”. A Review of Exploration and Irony 
in Studies of Siam over Forty Years by Benedict R. O’G. Anderson. Southeast 
Asian Studies, 4: 1 (April 2015), 191-228. 

“The Irony of Democratization and the Decline of Royal Hegemony in Thailand”. 
Southeast Asian Studies, 5: 2 (August 2016), 219-237. 

“The Sino-Thais’ right turn towards China”, Critical Asian Studies, 49: 4 (2017), 
606 – 618. 

“Pigtail: A Pre-History of Chineseness in Siam”, Sojourn, 33:S (2018), S1-S29.  

“Thailand’s first elections in the post-Bhumibol era”, New Mandala, 23 January 
2019, https://www.newmandala.org/thailands-first-elections-in-the-post-
bhumibol-era/.    

“Elite realignment, a populist moment: reflections on Thailand’s 2019 general 
elections”, New Mandala, 4 April 2019, https://www.newmandala.org/elite-
realignment-a-populist-moment-reflections-on-thailands-2019-general-elections/.  

“A Tick on the Dragon’s Back: How Siam Bonded Itself to China’s Political and 
Economic Supply Chains”, Situations, 13: 1 (2020), 5-30. 

“Disguised Republic and Virtual Absolutism: Two Inherent Conflicting 
Tendencies in the Thai Constitutional Monarchy”, Southeast Asian Studies, 
Supplementary Issue, December 2023, 105-126. 

(Chapters in books) 

http://kyotoreview.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/issue/issue2
https://www.newmandala.org/thailands-first-elections-in-the-post-bhumibol-era/
https://www.newmandala.org/thailands-first-elections-in-the-post-bhumibol-era/
https://www.newmandala.org/elite-realignment-a-populist-moment-reflections-on-thailands-2019-general-elections/
https://www.newmandala.org/elite-realignment-a-populist-moment-reflections-on-thailands-2019-general-elections/


 9

 Kasian Tejapira 

-co-author with Herb Feith, John Girling, David Kelly, Greg Lockhart, Kyoji 
Wakata and Patrick Weller. "Chapter 5. Democracy." Comparing Cultures. 
Anthony Milner and Mary Quilty, eds. Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 
1996. Pp.132-64. 

"Cultural Forces and Counter-Forces in Contemporary Thailand." Cultures in 
ASEAN & the 21st Century. Edwin Thumboo, ed. Singapore: UniPress, the 
Centre for the Arts, National University of Singapore for ASEAN Committee for 
Culture and Information, 1996. Pp.239-50.  

"Sulak Sivaraksa: Warrior in the Field of Cultural Politics." Modern Thai 
Monarchy and Cultural Politics: The Acquittal of Sulak Sivaraksa on the Charge 
of Lèse Majesté in Siam 1995 and Its Consequences. David Streckfuss, ed. 
Bangkok: Santi Pracha Dhamma Institute, 1996. Pp.81-86. 

"Imagined Uncommunity: The Lookjin Middle Class and Thai Official 
Nationalism." Essential Outsiders: Chinese and Jews in the Modern 
Transformation of Southeast Asia and Central Europe. Daniel Chirot and Anthony 
Reid, eds. Seattle and London: University of Washington Press, 1997. Pp.75-98. 

"Consuming Thainess: Global Commodities and National Identity." Intellectual 
Concerns and Critiques in Southeast Asia: Asia Leadership Fellow Program 1996 
Program Report. Tokyo: International House of Japan & Japan Foundation Asia 
Center, 1998. Pp.103-35. 

“The post-modernization of Thainess.” House of Glass: Culture, Modernity, and 
the State in Southeast Asia. Yao Souchou, ed. Singapore: Institute of Southeast 
Asian Studies, 2001. Pp. 150-70. 

“Pigtail: A PreHistory of Chineseness in Siam.” Alternate Identities: The Chinese 
of Contemporary Thailand. Tong Chee Kiong and Chan Kwok Bun, eds. 
Singapore: Times Academic Press and Brill Academic Publishers, 2001.  Pp. 
41-66. 

“Haunting.” Conflict Management in the Face of Globalization: Initiatives, 
Alternatives and Imagination: Asia Leadership Fellow Program Reunion 
Conference Proceedings, August 3-7, 2001. Tokyo: International House of Japan 
& Japan Foundation Asia Center, 2002. Pp. 127-33. 

“The Postmodernisation of Thainess.” Cultural Crisis and Social Memory: 
Modernity and Identity in Thailand and Laos. Shigeharu Tanabe and Charles F. 
Keyes, eds. London: RoutledgeCurzon, 2002. Pp. 202-27. 
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“The Story of Three Songs: Illuminations on the Cultural Politics of Thai 
Citizenship.” The Forging of Nationhood. Gyanendra Pandey and Peter 
Gescheire, eds. New Delhi: Manohar Publishers & Distributors and South-South 
Exchange Program for Research on the History of Development (SEPHIS), 2003. 
Pp. 271-300. 

“Post-Crisis Economic Impasse and Political Recovery in Thailand: The 
Resurgence of Economic Nationalism.” Hegemony, Technocracy, Networks: 
Papers presented at Core University Program Workshop on Networks, Hegemony 
and Technocracy, Kyoto, March 25-26 2002. Takeshi Hamashita and Takashi 
Shiraishi, eds. Kyoto: Center for Southeast Asian Studies, 2003. Pp. 207-72. 

“De-Othering Jek Communists: Rewriting Thai History from the Viewpoint of the 
Ethno-Ideological Other.” in Southeast Asia over Three Generations: Essays 
Presented to Benedict R. O’G. Anderson. James T. Siegel and Audrey R. Kahin, 
eds. Ithaca: Southeast Asia Program Publications, Southeast Asia Program, 
Cornell University, 2003. Pp. 245-62.  

“The Emergence of NGO Movement in Thailand and the Sarit Regime.” in The 
NGO Way: Perspectives and Experiences from Thailand. Shinichi Shigetomi, 
Kasian Tejapira, and Apichart Thongyou, eds. Chiba: Institute of Developing 
Economies, Japan External Trade Organization, 2004. Pp. 21-37. 

“Thainess, Ethno-nationalism, and the State.” in Asian Modernity – Globalization 
Processes and Their Cultural and Political Localization. Documentations, Papers 
& Reports of the Heinrich Boll Foundation No. 7. Berlin: Heinrich-Boll-Stiftung, 
2004. Pp. 34-36. 

“Words.” in Shock and Awe: War on Words. Bregje van Eekelen, Jennifer 
Gonzalez, Bettina Stotzer and Anna Tshing, eds. Santa Cruz, California: New 
Pacific Press, 2004. Pp. 174-76. 

“Party as Mother: Ruam Wongphan and the Making of a Revolutionary 
Metaphor.” in Proceedings of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science and 
National Research Council of Thailand Core University Program Workshop on 
Flows and Movements in East Asia. Kyoto: Center for Southeast Asian Studies, 
Kyoto University, 2004. Pp. 33-49. 

“Post-Crisis Economic Impasse and Political Recovery in Thailand: The 
Resurgence of Economic Nationalism.” in After the Crisis. Shiraishi Takashi and 
Patricio N. Abinales, eds. Kyoto and Melbourne: Kyoto University Press and 
Trans Pacific Press, 2005. Pp. 179–221. 
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“Reform and Counter-Reform: Democratization and Its Discontents in Post-May 
1992 Thai Politics.” in Towards Good Society: Civil Society Actors, the State, and 
the Business Class in Southeast Asia – Facilitators of or Impediments to a Strong, 
Democratic, and Fair Society? Documentation of a workshop of the Heinrich Boll 
Foundation, held October 26-27, 2004, in Berlin. Heinrich Boll Foundation, ed. 
Berlin: Heinrich-Boll-Stiftung, 2005. Pp. 125-46. 

“Reform and Counter-Reform: Democratization and Its Discontents in Post-May 
1992 Thai Politics.” in The Community of Asia: Concept or Reality? Urvashi 
Butalia et al, eds. Pasig City, the Philippines: International House of Japan, The 
Japan Foundation & Anvil Publishing, Inc., 2006. Pp. 64-80. 

“Pigtail: A Pre-History of Chineseness in Siam.” in The Chinese Diaspora in the 
Pacific. Anthony Reid, ed. Hampshire, England: Ashgate, 2008. Pp. 371 – 98.   

”Thammarat/Good Governance in Glocalizing Thailand.” in Carol Gluck and 
Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing, eds. Words in Motion: Toward a Global Lexicon. 
Durham and London: Duke University Press, 2009. Pp. 306 – 26.  

“Party as Mother”: Ruam Wongphan and the Making of a Revolutionary 
Metaphor. in Caroline Hau and Kasian Tejapira, eds. Travelling Nation-Makers: 
Cross-Border Flows and Movements in the Making of Modern Southeast Asia. 
Singapore and Kyoto: National University of Singapore Press in association with 
Kyoto University Press, 2011. Pp. 188 – 208. 

“Governance in Thailand”. Governance of Contemporary Japan: ISS/Shaken 
International Symposium. Symposium Committee, Institute of Social Science, 
edited. ISS Research Series No. 47. Tokyo: Institute of Social Science, The 
University of Tokyo, 2012. Pp. 89 – 99. 

“‘Governance’ in Thailand”. A Sarong for Clio: Essays on the Intellectual and 
Cultural History of Thailand. Inspired by Craig J. Reynolds. Maurizio Peleggi, ed. 
Ithaca, New York: Southeast Asia Program, Cornell University, 2015. Pp. 
181-195. 

“Reflections on Thailand’s 2019 General Election”. States and Societies in 
Motion: Essays in Honor of Takashi Shiraishi. Khoo Boo Teik and Jafar 
Suryomenggolo, eds. Tokyo: NIAS Press in association with the National 
Graduate Institute for Policy Studies, 2021. Pp. 315 - 331. 

PUBLICATIONS IN THAI 
  



 12

 Kasian Tejapira 

A score of books, over one thousand academic and newspaper articles, and a score 
of my poems have been published under my own name and various pen-names 
such as Payothorn Dejkla, Khanthong Krathungfa, Santi Prachatham, etc. since 
1981. 

LANGUAGES AND RESEARCH SKILLS 

First language: Thai 
Conversant: Teochiu, Laotian 
Reading knowledge: French, Chinese 
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